Novel annulation reactions of aryl methyl ketenes with zwitterions derived from dimethyl acetylenedicarboxylate and N-alkylimidazoles.
[reaction: see text] A novel three-component annulation reaction involving N-alkylimidazoles, dimethyl acetylenedicarboxylate, and in situ generated aryl methyl ketenes leading to the synthesis of 6-vinyl-1,3a-diazapentalene derivatives is reported.